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I would like to share with you the foundation

of every believer, God's Word - the Bible! God's
Word is the foundation of our faith and our life.
Without it we cannot understand God, hear Him,
or believe in Him! God’s Word is guide for our
Christian life.

Unfortunately some regard it lightly. Others perhaps
read it as if it were an interesting book, yet they do
not accept it; perhaps they do not read it at all, or if
they do they read only the parts in pertaining their
present situation. However, there are believers who
believe every word and principle and as a result lead
blessed, righteous, and eternal lives.
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One unknown author once said: “People reject
the Bible not because it contradicts itself rather
because it contradicts them. The Bible’s purpose
is not only information but transformation.” Many
people today in the world as well as in the church
see the Bible as an interesting and informative
book. This is one of the main reasons why
believers live unchanged and disorderly lives,
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because they do not allow God'’s Word to change
sinful attitudes and faulty life principles that
destroy their lives.

P 1.STATISTICS AND HISTORIC EVENTS
REGARDING GOD'S WORD

George Barna (of Barna Research Institute) in his
research regarding the Bible provides interesting
information. As far as the belief in the accuracy
of the Bible, his statistics show us that 13% of
those questioned, who are born-again Christians,
do not believe that the “Bible is totally accurate in
its entirety”. (Research from 2001)

While the majority believes that the Bible is
accurate in its entirety, some believers do not
believe that all of it is important or relevant to
us today. 18% of Christians (every fifth person)
does not believe that “The 10 Commandments
are relevant or important to our life today”.
(Research from 1992)

As far as knowledge about the Bible, 38% of
Christians (born-again) believe that the entire
Bible was written many years after Jesus’ death
and resurrection. 62% know that Isaiah is a book
in the Old Testament. One out of every 10 (11%)
believe that Isaiah’s book is found in the New
Testament, and 27% admitted that they did not
know where it could be found. 49% believe that
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the Bible teaches that money is the root of all
evil, while a third of them (37%) do not agree
with this as the verse teaches that the love of
money is the root of all evil.

As far as reading the Bible, according to statistics,
women read the Bible more than men (women
46% - men 37%). Approximately 42% of them
said that reading the Bible was a very important
thing in their life. The average time for reading
the Bible through the week is 52 minutes.

These statistics could be much better. One thing
is certain, if we do not read God's Word, if are not
personally studying it, if we do not know it then
we are weak Christians open to Satan’s attack and
are a stumbling block to those who believe in
God’s Word and desire to grow in His Kingdom.
Deaf, blind, empty, lost, and rebellions - this is
the picture of those who do not keep God’s Word.

Today's generation of believers is more sensual
than faithful. We always want something going
on around us, fun and fellowship; we believe
everything we hear, but we will not believe the
Word! A.W.Tozer once said [paraphrase]:“Today's
church is idolatrous and worships the great god
- fun!” Many believers stop going to church
because they want to have fun. In previous times
it was enough to simply preach about Jesus, but
today it is necessary to excite people in order to
get them to come to church.

Once, in one Canadian church, around a
thousand people came to a Sunday meeting
to hear the most well-known evangelist of that
time, JJW. Morgan. When he was not able to
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come on time, as he missed his train, the pastor
informed the congregation that Morgan would
not be coming. As soon as he shared the news
all those who came to hear Morgan began to
rise from their pews to leave the church. When
the pastor saw what was taking place he said to
them: “All those we came to hear J.W. Morgan
please leave as soon as possible, all those who
came to hear Jesus please be seated.”

Today many wish to follow charisma or
individuality, we want to see signs and wonders;
we want to follow Peter and Paul, to hear
someone prophesy, fall under the power, make
animal noises, or see gold dust fall from heaven,
but no one wants to hear the truth of God's Word!

The church today has transferred its focus
from God’s Word to people! Believers no
longer respect and value God’s Word! They are
prejudiced against pastors and will not receive
those who preach God'’s Word; automatically
rejecting it, some actually make fun of it.

Personally | am not against the gifts of the Spirit
and His moving in our churches; | really wish that
there were more of the Holy Spirit's moving in
churches, but His help is not found in worship,
prayer, prophesy, or the gifts of the Spirit rather
it is primarily found in God's Word! When Jesus
spoke God's Word in power people were set free,
saved, and healed.

Martin Luther once said, regarding the
interpretation of God's Word [paraphrase]:
realized that the appearance of all heresy and sin
does not result from simple declaration of the
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Bible, rather from neglecting the Bible and when
people follow argument of their own mind.”

We quickly criticize the Word but are slow to obey
it! Today when believers hear the Word many are
quick to say, “Yes but..." instead of “Speak, Your

servant is listening”. For example, in 1 Chronicles

17:23 we find David's wonderful prayer praising
God’s Word declaring that God would be praised
and His home blessed: “And now, O Loro, the word
which You have spoken concerning Your servant
and concerning his house, let it be established
forever, and do as You have said. So let it be
established, that Your name may be magnified
forever, saying, ‘The Lorp of hosts, the God of Israel,
is Israel’s God.’ And let the house of Your servant
David be established before You. For You, O my God,
have revealed to Your servant that You will build
him a house. Therefore Your servant has found it in
his heart to pray before You.”

God's Word is the foundation of our obedience! We
can't say that we are obedient if we are not totally

obedient to His Word! We will look a little further at
more biblical examples, but we can say with surety

that David listened and fulfilled God's Word!
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John Wesley once said: “Try all things by the
written word, and let all bow down before it.
You are in danger of fanaticism every hour, if
you depart every so little from Scripture; yea, or

from the plain, literal meaning of an text, taken in
connection with the context”

Today the church of the Lord Jesus is filled with
these fanatics. Many twist the Word to their

own advantage. Some even claim that the Old
Testament is no longer relevant, rather only the New
Testament is relevant to us today. The truth is that
the ceremonial sacrificial rituals changed, but His
moral and eternal principles, which are revealed in
the whole of God's Word, have not changed.

In the year 1910 a prophesy was given at the
“Azuza Street Revival” through one of the
respected workers who said that the Pentecostal
movement would spread by the end of twentieth
century, but there would be three foundational
sins set by the enemy for this movement and
believers who are filled with the Holy Spirit.

a. It will emphasize personal power
instead of righteousness

There is nothing wrong concerning God's
power, but it certainly must be rooted in God’s

X% The church today has
transferred its focus from
God’s Word to people!
Believers no longer respect
and value God’s Word!

4 N

righteousness. Many preachers emphasize power
and the gifts of the Spirit because they have not
been rooted in God's righteousness; they end

up in immorality, financial disgrace or the trap of
their own pride.

It is possible to have gifts without character, but
God’s Word brings about character necessary

for our life, it bears fruit, the fruit of obedience!
Believers today want signs and wonders and
instant solutions, but they don't want His
righteousness, they don’t want to be obedient

to His Word. The Word tells us to “Seek first the
Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these
things will be added to you.”

Many revivals emphasize the Holy Spirit and
many expect only the supernatural, yet the
supernatural is when God's people obey that
which is already revealed in God's Word. If you
actually look at little closer at the Word you will
never find as many problems concerning the
supernatural as you will find with disobedience to
God’s Word!

b. Churches will over emphasize worship
because it is easier to worship and sing
than to pray

It is harder to agonize for souls than to worship!
Personally | love to worship and singing, however
we can worship and sing an hour or two each day,
but we can't spend even a second in prayer for
the unsaved!

Worship can never replace public prayer, but
unfortunately our generation loves concerts,
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films, fellowship, Christian football, Christian
barbeques, multimedia projects, social activities,
and going to seminars more than prayer and
obeying God's Word! We can sing to Jesus Christ
for hours on end but not have a drop of love for
the unsaved around us or to befriend a visitor in
the church. The church today has become a mere
subculture and it is out of touch with the world
around her.

c. It will emphasize the Holy Spirit
above Jesus

Jesus Christ in John 15:26 said: “But when the
Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the
Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the
Father, He will testify of Me.”

The verse does not say that when the Holy Spirit
comes we will prophesy cast out evil spirits,
laugh, cry, and feel good, rather it says we will
testify about Jesus. The ministry of the Holy Spirit
is to glorify and magnify Jesus, not man! He will
not give glory to another!

“Spirit”, in the Greek, is parakaletos — He is the one
who stands by us and points us to Calvary and
says: “Look to Calvary, look to the cross, look to
Jesus, look the Lamb of God who takes away the
sins of the world; | want to tell you something
about Him..." The Holy Spirit does not say: “Look
to me, | want to reveal myself or glorify special
people with special gifts!”

Experiences are not the foundation of our
faith; we may pray, testify, or serve and at
times feel nothing — but that does not mean
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that God has changed; it does not mean that
God's Word is no longer powerful! If | had
lived by my feelings rather than by faith in
God’s Word | would have fallen many times by
now and been removed from ministry, but |
stood stable by the grace of God because my
faith is not founded on feelings but rather on
the entire Word of God!

»  2.VERSES ABOUT GOD'S WORD

King David in Psalm 138:2 says, “/ will worship
toward Your holy temple, And praise Your name For
Your lovingkindness and Your truth; For You have
magpnified Your word above all Your name.”

In the Hebrew language “word"is emrah and
comes from the word emer meaning to speak or
say. This example is always used in the Psalms
when speaking about God's Word.

We don't need to believe all that we hear;

rather we need to believe God's Word because
according to David God exalts His Word above all!
Above all human opinions God's Word stands!
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This is why it is better to use God's Word
when we testify because we know that

the Word says that it will not return void.
We ought not to dance around the truth
merely inviting the unsaved to church or

philosophize the Bible; rather we should
simply speak the Word! We don’t have

to water down the message for fear that
people will not understand. God exalts
His Word above people’s goodness and
sacrifices, above all philosophy, vanity and
futile thinking; the Word will always bring
about results.

2 Timothy 2:15 - The Apostle Paul tells

us: “Be diligent to present yourself approved

to God, a worker who does not need to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. “In
a Croatian translation we read: “Don’t be lazy,
be tried and true before God — because you will
‘rightly navigate the Word of Truth™

The Greek word for “navigate” or “divide” is
orthotomeo which means correct, accurate
separation, or just division. We all have
verses that we hold to. A.W.Tozer once said
[paraphrase], “Go back to the Bible and fulfill
that which you have not underlined in it and
then you will be a true Christian.”

X God’s Word is the
foundation of our obedience!
We can’t say that we are

obedient if we are not totally
obedient to His Word!
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Unfortunately, many believers treat the Word as
if they were in a buffet restaurant. They don't
want to be healthy, wanting to eat junk food;
they want to be malnourished because they
don't want the whole truth; they don't want to
be balanced wanting only miracles and love;
they don't want to hear about obedience. This is
why there are so many unhealthy Christians.

Mark Twain, although he was not a Christian,
once said: “It ain't those parts of the Bible that |
can't understand that bother me, it is the parts
that | do understand.”’

This is why we need to rightly preach the
Word of truth. If you want to dodge criticism
then don't say anything, be nobody, be
nothing, don't do anything. But truth is truth
regardless of the consequences it brings. If we
want God to use us as a vessel then we cannot
be lazy and passive (we often call passivity
“spirituality”), we need to know well the Word
of God and preach it without fear. Only the
truth of God's Word sets free! Jesus Christ
said, “You will know the truth and the truth will
set you free!”

2 Timothy 3:16-17: “All Scripture is given
by inspiration of God, and is profitable

for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,

for instruction in righteousness, that the
man of God may be complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good work.” Paul

didn’t distinguish between the Old or
New Testaments, rather he said, “All
scripture...”! God tells us that all Scripture
is inspired and profitable.
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The Greek word for “profitable” is theopneutos.
Theos means God and pneo means to breathe. In
other words - literally we can translate this “God
breathed". It is His life to all who receive it! We
conform ourselves according to the Word, we
nurture ourselves in righteousness, becoming
perfected and thoroughly completed for the
work of love. If we do not know the Word, if we
do not listen but reject it — we will try to “be good
but disobedient people”. We will speak to others
about how obedient we are in everything except
that with which we do not agree, but if we are
obedient then we must be obedient in all things.
We can't choose those parts of God'’s Word that
we will and will not obey!

Mark 16:20 “And they went out and preached
everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming
the word through the accompanying signs.”

Miracles accompany the Word, and not the other
way around! The disciples did not hold seminars,
preach, and give lessons in doing signs and
wonders, rather they preached God'’s Word and
God confirmed His Word with signs and wonders.
If we say that we do not have time for His Word
then we say that we do not have time to be that
which God wants us to be; we don't have time
for Him to work through us! We are doing God's
work our own way. We are doing what we want,
but not what God wants of us!

Hebrews 4:12-13 “For the word of God is living
and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and
spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart. And there
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is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things
are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we
must give account.”

Before we preach to others we need to allow the
Word of God to eliminate any part of our lives
that is not pleasing to Him and then it will be
powerful in us. God’s Word does not “divide” evil
spirits, rather us personally

Acts 17:11 “These were more fair-minded than
those in Thessalonica, in that they received the
word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures
[Old Testament] daily to find out whether these
things were so.”

In other words, noble believers are those who
absorb that which they have heard. You hear
many things wherever you go, and of course,
there is nothing new under the sun. Someone
may arise who has something new from the Bible
and say, “We must go to this church or to that
seminar because something is happening there
that | have never seen before.

Jesus Christ said that it is a rotten generation that
seeks after signs and wonders, and unfortunately
this is our modern generation that goes from
church to church, from seminar to seminar to look
for signs because they don't want to hear God's
Word! They don't want to eat healthy and tell the

X There is nothing wrong
concerning God’s power, but
it certainly must be rooted in
God’s righteousness.



unsaved about Jesus. The majority of them are
selfish and sensual! Noble believers are those
who receive the Word of God readily in the
place where they are and examine that which
they have heard!

The Word of God was so important to the early
church that the apostles could not leave it to
help serve the widows in Jerusalem, rather they
placed deacons for that kind of service and said,
“Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the
disciples and said, ‘It is not desirable that we should
leave the word of God and serve tables.

Then the word of God spread, and the number of
the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and
a great many of the priests were obedient to the
faith.” (Acts 6:2,7)

Humanitarian aid will not help spread the Word
— this is the reason why many churches lost
believers after the war in Croatia. Many came to
church as long as there were packages and food.
Similar to those 5,000 who came to hear the
Word only as long as there was “food and drink’,
but left Jesus when the Word became tough!

In the beginning of John's gospel we read, “In
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God - and the Word was God!" Jesus Christ
was the living Word which settled among us.
God exalted His Word above all else. That's
why He came to give God’s Word to people; but
unfortunately the people did not receive His

X It is harder to agonize
for souls than to worship!

Word, rather they rejected it, killed Him, and
continued in their own empty religion.

»  3.WE MUST RECEIVE GOD’S WORD
WITHOUT PROTEST

There are so many verses and stories in relation
to God's Word, but | would like to concentrate on
and finish with two important things:

a.When God no longer wishes to reveal
Himself and His intentions through His Word
it is a sign of His judgment on us.

In Amos 8:11-12 we read: “Behold the days
are coming, says the Lord, ‘that | will send a
famine on the land, not a famine of bread, not
a famine of thirst for water, but of hearing the
words of the Lord. They shall wander from sea
to sea, and from north to east; but they shall
run to and fro, seeking the word of the Lord, but
shall not find it

The purpose of Amos’ book was to proclaim
God'’s judgment on Israel, the northern
kingdom; in respect to their grumbling,
idolatry, and their oppression of the poor.
Although, they were separated from their
southern brothers, northern Israel was still
regarded as God's people. But, unfortunately,
they lived religiously; they revered idols

and oppressed the poor. Suddenly Amos,
an ordinary shepherd, proclaimed God’s
message before them. He was not a son of

a prophet, rather an ordinary shepherd and
stock breeder. He affronted them and called
attention to the coming judgment.
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If we harden our hearts to God's Word we will
experience God's judgment, and after some time
we will hunger and thirst for the hearing of God’s
Word but will not be able to find satisfaction.

That’s how many pastors and churches are. They
think that they hear from God while living in
disobedience to the one through whom God is
clearly speaking to them the revelation of His
written Word, they carry on working and serving
in their own power against God’s revealed Word.

It's not strange why their sheep are poor, fleshly,
and hungry - because they are found in darkness
and under God's judgment. These go here and
there to find at least a little food from the truth
of God's Word, but the aspect of judgment is that
they will not be able to clearly hear!

There is nothing as terrible as being called
God’s children and yet not being able to
clearly hear your own Father speak. There

is nothing so terrible as when He no longer
guides us and speaks to us — this was always
his judgment on Israel!

For more than one hundred years God did not
manifest himself because they would not listen
to His Words. Around four hundred years before
Jesus'birth Israel was in darkness because she did
not want to listen to God's Word. Imagine how
long four hundred years in darkness would be!

When Amos spoke to them (99% of the time

God speaks through people) and warned them
of their evil ways; simply speaking, they did not
have an appetite for God’s Word and as to their
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passivity God told them that he would take
away even the chance to hear his Word again.
The Word says to us: “They shall wander from
sea to sea, And from north to east; They shall run
to and fro, seeking the word of the LORD, But shall
not find [it].” (Amos 8:12) The worst judgment

- God'’s silence!

These will go from one thing to another, from
one church to another, from one seminar to
another; they will change visions, pastors, and
direction of their life every other week. They
will not be stable and steadfast - their plans
and life will be in ruin; they will be bound to
sundry sins and bad habits, in rebellion against
God and His shepherds whom He brings to
them, and will not be able to hear God’s Word.
Or if they do hear it is only what they want to
hear, their own ambitions and desires, their
own vanity; they will listen only to those who
flatter them about their service - people who
are headed with them for destruction!

Many people in these last days are seeking
everywhere for answers to their problems yet they
refuse to find them in God's Word. The only help
for them is not to condescendingly pat them on
the back, out of fear of hurting them, and say: “It
will be alright’, rather to direct them to the Bible.
Help is in God's Word, and not in man! Notin a
change of situations or in a different church!

X The church today has
become a mere subculture
and it is out of touch with the
world around her.



And the only hope we have is instant obedience
to God's Word! That is why | would like to share
with you about a man who understood that he
and his people were in trouble because they
were not obedient to God's Word, and that man
is King Josiah.

Word tells us in 2 Kings 22:2 that “he did what
was right in the sight of the Lord...” When he
repaired the temple, which was in ruins and
under God's judgment, and while excavating
the ruins God'’s Word was found. In the 8% verse
we read: “And Hilkiah the high priest said unto
Shaphan the scribe, | have found the book of the
law in the house of the LORD. And Hilkiah gave the
book to Shaphan, and he read it.”

When Shaphan began to read God's Word before
the king, we can see the reaction of the man
who ... did [that which was] right in the sight of
the LORD” verses 11-13. “And it came to pass,
when the king had heard the words of the book

of the law, that he rent his clothes. And the king
commanded Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam the son
of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of Michaiah, and
Shaphan the scribe, and Asahiah a servant of the
king’s, saying, Go ye, enquire of the LORD for me,
and for the people, and for all Judah, concerning
the words of this book that is found: for great [is]
the wrath of the LORD that is kindled against us,

X The ministry of the

Holy Spirit is to glorify and

magnify Jesus, not man! He

will not give glory to another!
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because our fathers have not hearkened unto the
words of this book, to do according unto all that
which is written concerning us.”

You see, this is the attitude of every godly man.
This needs to our attitude - not to rend our robes
in respect to man, rather in respect to the fact
that we have violated God’s Word! When we
hear God’s Word and its principles effective for
every area of our life, we need to simply humble
ourselves, receive it, and do all that God says; not
argue and reject that which we have heard and
read. If we do that, nothing else remains but to
be rebuked by God!

Certainly, hope exists! We can renew our
commitment to God and His Word. We can say,
“God, maybe | read Your Word but | didn't keep
it, | took it lightly, | criticized it, | laughed at it
when others expounded on it, | opposed it with
my own human, worldly arguments, but tonight
| want to be a man of the Word!” | want to be
homo unius libri — A man of one book - as John
Wesley once said.

In 2 Kings 23:3 we read that the king
renewed his commitment with God: “And the
king stood by a pillar, and made a covenant
before the LORD, to walk after the LORD, and to
keep his commandments and his testimonies
and his statutes with all [their] heart and

all [their] soul, to perform the words of this
covenant that were written in this book. And all
the people stood to the covenant.”

Some will say that this is impossible, that this is
the Old Testament but if we wish to be like Jesus
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we must follow that which He did and said, we
must follow the Old Testament as well. We know
that every part of the Word is useful! Dietrich
Bonhoeffer once said: “Christianity without the
living Christ is inevitably Christianity without
discipleship, and Christianity without discipleship
is always Christianity without Christ. It remains an
abstract idea, a myth.”

Josiah, although he was king, humbled himself
before God without argument because he knew
that God would exalt His Word above all! Jesus
Christ, although He was God's Son, fulfilled all
that was written about Him, He was obedient to
God's Word to the cost of His disciples and His
life. If nothing else matters to you today, | trust
that you love Jesus who saved you, therefore
read His Word as we finish:

“But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit
it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed Him.”
(Matthew 3:15)

“But He answered and said, ‘It is written, ‘Man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceeds from the mouth of God.” (Matthew 4:4)

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words
will by no means pass away.” (Mark 13:31)

“But He answered and said to them, ‘My mother
and My brothers are these who hear the word of

God and do it (Luke 8:21)

“For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words,
of him the Son of Man will be ashamed when He
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comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and of
the holy angels.” (Luke 9:26)

“But He said, ‘More than that, blessed are those
who hear the word of God and keep it!"
(Luke 11:28)

“Most assuredly, | say to you, he who hears

My word and believes in Him who sent Me has
everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment,
but has passed from death into life.” (John 5:24)

“He who is of God hears God's words; therefore you
do not hear, because you are not of God.”
(John 8:47)

“| know that you are Abraham’s descendants, but
you seek to kill Me, because My word has no place
inyou.” (John 8:37)

“He who rejects Me, and does not receive My
words, has that which judges him--the word that |
have spoken will judge him in the last day.”

(John 12:48)

* The Greek word for
“profitable” is theopneutos.
Theos means God and
pneo means to breathe. In
other words - literally we
can translate this “God
breathed”. It is His life to
all who receive it!



“Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves
Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love
him, and We will come to him and make Our home
with him.” (John 14:23)

“He who does not love Me does not keep My words;
and the word which you hear is not Mine but the
Father’s who sent Me. (John 14:24)

“If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you
will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.
(John 15:7)

“I have given them Your word; and the world has
hated them because they are not of the world, just
as | am not of the world.” (John 17:14)

“Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.
(John 17:17)

“I know your works. See, | have set before you an
open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a

little strength, have kept My word, and have not
denied My name.” (Revelation 3:8)

“For I testify to everyone who hears the words of
the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these
things, God will add to him the plagues that are
written in this book; and if anyone takes away from
the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall
take away his part from the Book of Life, from the
holy city, and from the things which are written

in this book. He who testifies to these things says,
“Surely | am coming quickly.” Amen. Even so, come,
Lord Jesus!” (Revelation 22:18-20)

* Jesus Christ, although
He was God’s Son, fulfilled
all that was written about
Him, He was obedient to
God’s Word to the cost of
His disciples and His life.
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